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PDas, Diganta, In Pursuit of Being Smart? A Critical Analysis of India’s Smart Cities Endeavor, Urban Geography, 2020, 41(1),
pp-55-78.

‘Q)Frei, B., Busquetes, J., Gann, D., & Borzatta, P., Smart Cities in Italia, Un’opportunita Nello Spirito del Rinascimento Per Una
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“Datta, Ayona, The Digital Turn in Postcolonial Urbanism: Smart Citizens in the Making of India’s 100 Smart Cities, Transactions of
the Institute of British Geographers, 2018, 43(3), pp.405-419.
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To Bring People Back to the City: Reflections & Transcendence on the
“Technocracy” of Foreign Smart Cities
Xu Caisu
Abstract: Nowadays, City authorities all over would regard digital transformation as the only way to build a smart city, and entrust
governance activities to a kind of institutions with blurred boundaries between public and private, such as “Urban Brain”, “Operation Center”” and
“Digital Base”. Cities are increasingly “stacked”. This “technocratic” myth has an extreme trust in technology, treating people and their activities
as objects to be digitized, raw materials of algorithmic machines, objects to be monitored and corrected, with no guarantee of “good governance”.
In addition, the governance machine itself, being alienated and becoming a “platform suppliers” to meet the needs of “users”, may create “giant
babies” who only care about themselves. Therefore, we urgently need to truly implement the idea of “joint contribution, joint governance and

shared benefits” in city construction.
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