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contemporary global political order.
Keywords: Wilsonianism; Monroe Doctrine; Grofsraum; hegemon
> “Achsenzeit” and the Post-war Reconstruction of European Civilization

Dong Chenglong
Abstract: Karl Jaspers proposed “axis of world history” (1946) and the term “Achsenzeit” (1949). Up
to now, most studies focus on its accuracy for historical reality or use it to criticize Eurocentrism, short of
concerning its’ historical intention which will help us understand Jaspers’ philosophy of history. Within
the text in historical context, the “Achsenzeit” refers four statements: (1) new Europdischen Geist VS.
the Nazi Geist; (2) new civilized community VS. Achsenmichte; (3) Weltordnung VS. Weltimperium;
(4) europdischen Deutschland VS. deutschen Europa. However, because of the parody of Achsenmichte,
Achsenzeit may also drag us into the same logic trap.
Keywords: achsenzeit; achsenméchte; Karl Jaspers; world history; Europdischen Geist

Karl Jaspers

Mobile Reading: Urban Public Culture Practice in the New Media Age
Sun Wei & Chu Chuanhong

Abstract: Cultural phenomena of urban public reading have emerged in mainland China in recent years.
This cultural practice of public reading realizes the integration of urban physical space and virtual space
in the current urban scene of China. It also interweaves multiple network systems of urban entities and
symbols, such as architecture, streets, space, geography, information, history, culture, collective memory,
and is creating new social relations and public life values. As a kind of urban public cultural practice,
mobile reading in the new media era has realized two transformations, from private silent reading to
public reading, from text reading to physical practice.

Keywords: mobile reading; new media; urban space; public culture; physical practice

Cutted City: Urban Imagination of Contemporary Chinese Science Fiction
Luo Xiaoming

Abstract: After experiencing the rapid urbanization process, the characteristics of
China's “cities” gradually formed. The writing and imagination of “city” in contemporary Chinese
science fiction presents a specific and special way. This way not only contains people's discontent
with the highly divided urban space and the social injustice behind it, but also reflects the obedience
and self-justification of people in cities because they are unable to break the current predicament. In
this imaginative relationship, “city” becomes an object that is hard to think about and cannot resist.
Although science fiction can reconstruct the city by resetting time and space, which brings seemingly
novel urban imagination, this imagination also falls into a dilemma without deep thinking about the social
attributes of time and social labor.

Keywords: city; city space; contemporary Chinese science fiction; resetting time and space; social labor

Post-human Situation: Science Fiction Films and Future Exploration
Qu Yigong

Abstract: Contemporary science fiction has gone from “fantasy” and “spectacle” to a deep concern
for human reality and future destiny. Science fiction films are no longer confined to the pure fantasy
of science and technology. They begin to think about some real dilemma that science and technology
development may cause human beings to encounter in the future, which means that human thinking has
undergone major changes. Meanwhile, the post-human situation, marked by subversive achievements
such as genetic technology and artificial intelligence, has approached and endangered the survival
boundary of natural human beings. The accelerated development of modern science and technology has
made science fiction films an exploration of the future situation of mankind.

Keywords: post-human; science fiction films; future



