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Contemporariness, Avant -Guardism and Cosmopolitanism

Dialogues on 60 Years of Contemporary Literature

Zhang Xudong, Cai Xiang, Luo Gang, Chen Xiaoming,
Liu Fusheng, Ji Hongzhen, Wang Hongsheng, et al.
Abstract: The discussion on Chinese contemporary literature should be rooted in the understanding of
“contemporariness”. Modern literature is included in contemporary literature, out of which the former
is produced. In this sense, literary criticism is the first important element, while literary history
comes secondly. It is criticism that defines literature and the studies on literary history, not vise ver-
sa. Avant guarde literature as an important wealth of contemporary literature, and to understand it
to elucidate its contemporariness, and to judge its value of existence, are all related to the literary con-
temporariness. At the same time, the examination on Chinese literature should not take a single and
internal perspective, but should be connected to understanding of contemporary society, or to existing
ethetics and poetics, or from the perspectives of the East Asia or the world.
Key words: contemporariness, literary criticism, political nature, avant guarde literature, cosmopoli-

tanism
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