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Body and Politics
Looking at Dangerous Delight——Prostitution and Modernity in Shanghai in the 20th Century
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(Faculty of Arts of the Shanghai University, Shanghai 200444, China)
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Abstract: This paper holds that the Dangerous Delight—Prostitution and Modernity in Shanghai in the 20" Century by American
scholar, Gail B. Hershatter, has located prostitution in the midst of complex discourse of modernization in Shanghai. The book focuses
on a study of the historical records and knowledge building of prostitutes. While drawing portraits of prostitutes, the book highlights
how these women's bodies embodied reflections of sex, gender, political power, cultural transformation, nationalism, colonialism, and

consumerism. This style of writing is uniquely presented by Hershatter and also is her contribution to the study of Chinese prostitution.
It, however, also has limitations.
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