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City Streets and Women
Townswomen in Chinese Modernist Fiction
CHEN Xiao-lan
(Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)
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Abstract: Since the 19th Century, city has become the central theme in literature and the female sex has become the symbol
of city spirit. Chinese modernist novels reflect the different features of cities through modern women, and men’ s estrange-
ment from cities and their marginal status through the relationship between both sexes. The literary image of modern wom-

en indicates men’ s psychological reaction as regards professional women intellectuals.
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