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CHEN Xiao-lan : Solemn and Ironic Journey

Images of

China and America Narrated by Visits and Travel Writings in 1905
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Solemn and Ironic Journey——Images of China and America
Narrated by Visits and Travel Writings in 1905

CHEN Xiao-an
( College of Liberal Arts Shanghai University Shanghai 200444 China)

Abstract: The exchange of diplomatic missions between China and America in 1905 gave birth to several travel writings which
offered an opportunity to catch a glimpse of two nation’s emotional attitude value judgment cultural misunderstanding and real—
istic response. Due to the complicated motives two visits are colored quite differently reflecting on the striking contrast be—
tween American comic banter and Chinese imposing solemnity the non—reciprocity in the gifts presenting the emotional “hospi-
tality ” and “disparagement” the orientalization of China and occidentalization of America in mutual imagination representation
and interpretation. All these displayed in the world the gap in terms of political economic and military power and the great
differences in political system social reality and public etiquette between China and America.

Key words: The exchange of diplomatic missions between China and America; gift diplomacy; image of China; image of A—

merica



